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Foreword
Drought is widely recognized as a slow creeping natural hazard
which occurs as a consequence of natural climatic variability. In
recent years, concern has grown that droughts may be increasing
in frequency and severity given the changing climatic conditions.
Responses to droughts in most parts of the world are generally
reactive, in the form of crisis management, and are known to be
untimely and poorly coordinated. Consequently, the economic,
social and environmental impacts of droughts have increased
signiﬁcantly worldwide and are expected to continue increasing
over the next decades.
Up until 2013, despite the repeated occurrences of droughts, no
concerted efforts on a global level were made to initiate a dialog
on the formulation and adoption of proactive national drought
policies. Hence the High-level Meeting on National Drought Policy
(HMNDP) was organized by the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO), the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertiﬁcation (UNCCD) and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), in collaboration with a
number of UN agencies, international and regional organizations
in Geneva from 11 to 15 March 2013. The theme of the HMNDP
was “Reducing Societal Vulnerability – Helping Society (Commu-
nities and Sectors)”. Four hundred and fourteen participants from
87 countries as well as representatives from international organi-
zations, regional organizations and UN agencies participated in
the HMNDP.
The HMNDP comprised two parts: a Scientiﬁc Segment for three
and half days, followed by a High-level Segment for one and half
days. The Scientiﬁc Segment, organized in 15 sessions ( including the
opening session), covered different components of drought policy such
as Drought Monitoring, Early Warning and Information Systems;
Drought Prediction and Predictability; Drought Vulnerability and
Impact Assessment; Enhancing Drought Preparedness and Mitigation;
Planning for Appropriate Response and Relief within the Framework of
National Drought Policy; and Constructing a Framework for National
Drought Policy: The Way Forward.
The High-level Segment was addressed by heads of states and
governments, ministers, heads and representatives of international
organizations and sponsors. The High-Level segment adopted the
meeting declaration encouraging all Governments to develop and
implement national drought policies.
A number of invited papers were prepared by experts from
around the world and presented in the 15 sessions during the
Scientiﬁc Segment of the HMNDP. At the end of this Segment, a set
of recommendations was made on the basis of the discussions and
the outcomes of the various sessions.
The present volume contains 14 papers presented during the
Scientiﬁc Segment and a ﬁnal paper on the summary and major
outcomes of the HMNDP, including the meeting declaration. In the
name of our respective organizations and, on behalf of the HMNDP
sponsors, we would like to thank the experts who contributed
these outstanding papers and we hope that this volume will serve
as a signiﬁcant source of information to all agencies and organiza-
tions interested in developing and implementing national drought
policies for more effective drought risk management.
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